Abstract
Captioning is the big “elephant in the room.” It
takes a great deal of time (and funding) to make
it happen. Captioning is necessary for people
who are unable to hear the audio in a video.
Additionally, it is helpful for people with cognitive
impairments, as well as for developing literacy,
both in children and adults. Captions include
speech and sound effects. There are two types
of captioning: open captioning and closed
captioning. Open captions provide words that
appear automatically on your video when you hit
play; you cannot turn them off whereas closed
captions provide words that do not appear
unless you turn them on. You can also turn them
off. Furthermore, captions are different from
subtitles. Captions are usually in the same
language as the spoken, while subtitles usually
translate text into another language, and are
common in films. For example, with a bilingual
English/Spanish website, we would have clearly
labeled captions (for English text) and subtitles
(for Spanish text).

Objectives
● Participants will learn about the importance of
providing captions for audio and video.

Materials and Methods
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● Participants will learn about the various tools
to assist in providing captions for audio and
video.
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